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Celebrating the Significant Achievement
of the 125th Lighting the Way Campaign!

gracious and generous spirit embodied by all of you each
day gives me great confidence that the important work and
ministry of Frederick Living will continue strong for
another 125 years.”

Ending Our 125th Anniversary Year With Great News!
At a recent virtual town hall meeting, Bonnie Kauffman and
Ruby Ifkowitz – two of the co-chairs of the 125th
Anniversary Lighting the Way Campaign – shared some
great news with the community. They announced that
through the generosity of countless residents, family
members, current and former board members, corporate
sponsors, churches and other friends of Frederick Living,
the campaign has raised $1,325,417!

love Frederick Living and have worked extremely hard so
that countless generations of Frederick Living residents,
families, and staff will continue to receive wonderful care in
the best environment possible.” He also noted that John
Hendrickson, Michelle Rassler, and a strong leadership
team have remained nimble and have continually evaluated
and updated plans as necessary as we move forward with
confidence amidst continued COVID and other challenges.

Bonnie and Ruby thanked the residents, board members
and past board members who served on the campaign
committee, graciously giving their time. Bonnie made a
point to thank residents and their families who donated
because they represent the community’s generous spirit and
caring for the needs of Frederick Living and its residents.
She pointed out how these donations provide evidence of
their commitment to Frederick Living’s core values of
respect, integrity, compassion and excellence. Ruby
expressed how the overall experience deepened her already
great appreciation for Frederick Living, its residents and
staff.
Warren Tyson, immediate past board chair and a campaign
co-chair, shared remarks through video to the community
on that snowy January morning. He was pleased that with
sacrificial giving in the form of current gifts, planned gifts
(charitable gift annuities and bequests) and multi-year
pledges from more than 170 residents, family members,
business partners, board members, church congregations,
and friends, the 125th Anniversary Lighting the Way
Campaign exceeded our minimum goal of $1.1 million.
He expressed his deep appreciation to the entire Frederick
Living Community and shared that he had been continually
blessed to see so many giving of their time, their talent,
their resources, and offering prayers on behalf of this special
place. He offered heartfelt thanks to campaign volunteers
who he found a joy to work with. He especially noted that
his fellow campaign Co-Chairs Bonnie Kauffman and Ruby
Ifkowitz had been tireless and fearless. He stated that “they
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The 125th Anniversary Lighting the Way Campaign Committee:
Pictured front to back, left to right, Row 1: Warren Tyson, Bonnie
Kauffman, Ruby Ifkowitz, Ronald Price; Row 2: Barbara Morris,
David Fix, Patricia Kratz, Arlene Christ, Alice Bishop, Marlene
Smith; Row 3: Jay Flint, Patricia Weisel, Michelle Forsell, James
Griesemer, Connie Griesemer; Row 4: Dan Ifkowitz, Joan
Sullivan, Barry Fretz, Sieglinde Fretz and Bruce Bishop; Not
available for photo: Charlotte Smith, Evelyn “Lyn” Lester, Carole
Roman & Mary Townsley; Honorary Campaign Committee:
Carol Howells, Dave Christ,* and Jack Koehler*
*in memorium

He also stated that,“Our many volunteers and generous and
faithful donors have made our first-ever capital campaign at
Frederick an unqualified success. The final campaign tally is
not only heart-warming, but it is a reminder of how truly
amazing teamwork, love, faith, generosity, and tenacity are
when rolled into one great community like Frederick. The

He thanked all current members of the Board of Directors,
100% of whom gave generously to the campaign, and
several past board members who also made generous gifts
and pledges. He noted that churches have supported the
campaign also, with one giving a challenge gift hoping to
encourage additional churches to support benevolent care
and Cedarwood skilled care building needs. He also stated
that Sodexo’s wonderful challenge gift of $250,000 gave the
campaign the terrific boost it needed to achieve and exceed
the goal. He ended his remarks by thanking the many
donors and volunteers for blessing Frederick Living in this
significant way.
A celebration of the campaign’s success and what it means
to the Frederick Living community will take place on
campus in late spring as we unveil a special donor recognition panel to be placed on the wall outside the auditorium
on the hallway heading toward our Freddie’s café area.
Members of our campaign communications committee gave
input into a lovely ceramic art piece that is being crafted by
a regional artist, Karen Singer Tileworks. A watercolor
representation of what the tile piece will look like is seen at
the top left of this article. All campaign donors of gifts of
$1,000 or more, with permission, will be recognized on a
separate printed panel that will be below this one-of-a-kind
piece. There is still an opportunity to give and be included
on the Donor Wall for any gifts or additional gifts received
by April 15, 2022. We will be sure to let our Frederick
Living friends and supporters know exactly when this
celebration will take place.
Frederick Living’s 125th Anniversary Lighting the Way
Campaign has been a major fundraising initiative marking a
significant time in Frederick Living’s history. The campaign
centered on two major objectives of assisting with funding
to help make much need physical improvements to our
skilled care center and expanding benevolent care funding.
We had two other smaller objectives, which were to help us
to move up the purchase of two new campus power generators to better provide for the safety and comfort of
residents during power outages (see photo in News & Notes
of the generators being installed) and to help offset COVID19-related expenses. If you have questions about the
campaign or would want to be a part of it, contact Amy
Cummings-Leight, Director of Advancement at 610-7547878 Ext. 1250 or e-mail her at acummings-leight@frederickliving.org.

Dear Friends &
Partners in Mission:
Now is a time to celebrate
Community at Frederick Living!
As you enjoy this edition of
Frederick Life, you will notice
many successes and celebrations
that have brought us together.
Even (and maybe more so)
during challenging times, God
weaves blessings throughout our
days and here you can read about
several of them.
With 2021 coming to an end, we
celebrated the successful completion of our Lighting the
Way Campaign. Our Community of volunteers and donors
made this possible. It was an enormous accomplishment
that will benefit residents for years to come.
With the starting of 2022 we transitioned our Cedarwood
skilled nursing residents and team members from the
Cedarwood building that was built in the 1970s over to the
third floor of the Magnolia House building. It took many,
many hands to make this possible. I hope you enjoy the
story and pictures that really bring this transition to life.
And on the same day as our Cedarwood move, Lori Hartzel
closed the gift shop for the last time. For 22-years Lori
managed our gift shop which donated money to the benevolent fund regularly at Frederick Living. The gift shop was a
wonderful amenity that was enjoyed by many residents,
team members and visitors over the years! It was a
Community builder!
Thank you for the part you play in building Community at
Frederick Living…we couldn’t do it without you! We look
forward to many ways to come together as this year
unfolds.
Blessings,

Michelle Rassler, CEO
Cover Photo: Two of our Lighting the Way Campaign CoChairs, Bonnie Kauffman & Ruby Ifkowitz, stand next to
our campaign progress meter after sharing their big
announcement.
Upper left: Chaplain Dick O’Hara blesses a new Cedarwood
resident room.
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Volunteering of a Different Kind: The Cedarwood Reloca tion Project
By Michael Hagarty, VP of Health Services
In October 2021, Frederick Living-Cedarwood, the
community’s skilled nursing center, experienced a
plumbing issue. It appeared that a loose plug was
clogging the drain from a resident room to the main
pipe in the hallway. This plug turned out to be the tip
of the iceberg, as significant pipe and plumbing issues
would arise over the next few weeks in the 50-year-old
building, which necessitated Frederick Living to take
the preemptive step of relocating Cedarwood residents
as quickly and safely as possible.
This process included relocating some residents to
Aspen Village. Additionally, in order to help the
residents of Cedarwood remain on Frederick Living’s
campus rather than face discharge to other communities, 8,874 square feet of space in the 3rd floor of the
Magnolia House building was re-purposed to become
temporary skilled nursing space for Cedarwood
residents. We worked closely with the Pennsylvania
Department of Health (DOH) throughout the process
and they were helpful and informative on how to best
proceed. We received approval for the transition from
the DOH on Monday, January 24th, setting the stage
for the move on Wednesday, January 26th.
This was an all-hands-on deck effort. We thank the
Magnolia House residents for being so accommodating
and having a supportive attitude about all the changes
to their neighborhood, including several apartment
moves. We also thank the train club for their support
in the relocation of the train room. We are grateful to
our team members – for skillfully and diligently
preparing for the move, and for stepping up to
volunteer for the move, which was an all-day affair. We
also benefited from 15 volunteers from other communities in the Anabaptist Provider Group, including
Landis Homes and Garden Spot Village. This team
helped move 32 residents– no small feat! It was a busy
time with many moving parts, but by the end of the
day everyone was situated in their new space.
All in all, we are glad the move went smoothly. Thank
you to all residents, families, and staff for being
supportive throughout this process. We appreciate it
more than you realize.

With the help of a crane and a moving team, the Frederick Living Model
Trains moved from 3rd to 1st Floor Magnolia to help accommodate the
Cedarwood move to the 3rd Floor Magnolia.

Members of the train club that have a lot of reorganizing work ahead
left to right: Robert Johnston, Niles Kissinger, Jim Greisemer, Dan
Ifkowitz, Julia Essig, Ron Dimino, Don Spencer, and Carl Essig.
Samuel Snyder (not pictured) also helped with the move.

Mike Hagarty

Christina Lopez, Vicki Kriczky & Kathryn Donley, RN

Bill Popp observing Kenton German of Garden Spot and Lisa Peirce and
Lisa McCartin

Brendon Newborg & Lonnie Fultz,
(Garden Spot Village)

Joel Guerrier

Jim Staats & Adam Gardener (Landis Homes)

Chuck Hassis, Bob Trumbauer & Scott Ruth (Garden Spot Village)

Brian Fallon

Continued on Next Page
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Residents Settle in to Their New Cedarwood Home
on the Third Floor of Magnolia House (continued)

Why Are More and More Frederick Living Donors
Giving Through a “Qualified Charitable Distribution”?
By Amy Cummings-Leight, Director of Advancement
Since the tax law changed in 2017, many people no longer
itemize but take the standard deduction. Whether you
itemize, but especially if you don’t, a growing number of
Frederick Living donors are taking advantage of giving a
Qualified Charitable Distribution from their Individual
Retirement Account (IRA). When giving this way, you are
helping a cause you care about like benevolent care here at
Frederick Living for residents who, through no fault of their
own, no longer have enough resources to cover the cost of
their care. You also are receiving a tax benefit.

Deborah Batchelder makes up a bed for a resident

Room set up ready for resident

Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCDs) are distributions
paid directly from an IRA to a charity. Because QCDs lower
one’s overall taxable income (as opposed to increasing
deductions), they are one of the most tax-efficient ways for
retired donors to make charitable gifts. Anyone 70.5 or
older can give QCDs from a traditional IRA.
A Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) is the annual
amount IRA owners must withdraw from their accounts
after a certain age. If they do not meet their RMDs, IRA
owners face a large tax penalty. This provides them with an
incentive to either withdraw those amounts (increasing
their taxable income) or to donate all or part as QCDs.

Cedarwood residents enjoy sharing a moment with Lavon Kratzer,
Cedarwood Resident Life Coordinator. Pictured left to right:
Forrest Kreiger, Lavon Kratzer, Ruth Shorts and Dianne Girard

Kathleen Koresko, RN, is followed by Pam Miller , LPN.

A key thing to remember when giving through a QCD is to
request the funds be sent directly to the charity. If you take
the funds out yourself and then make a gift to a charity, you
will have to pay taxes on the funds and lose the tax benefit.
It is also helpful to let the charity know that you are making
a gift this way or have the check made out to the charity and
sent to you to give to the charity. Some larger investment
firms do not always have the donor’s name clearly noted on
the check or mention that it is a QCD. You would still get a
receipt for your gift.
To what charities can I make gifts? Tax-exempt organizations that are classified as 501(c)(3) charities, like Frederick
Living, other human services organizations, universities and
most churches.

Jesse Hasson shares a warm touch with his wife, Cedarwood
resident, Judith Hasson.
At right, Cedarwood resident Hattie Covington receives
a visit in her new room from her daughter, Anita Guris.
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How much am I allowed to transfer to charity from your
IRA in a year? Up to $100,000 per year. The transfer(s) must
be direct to the charity or charities. (For example: Check
made out to Frederick Living from the IRA administrator.)

“I have supported Frederick Living’s Lighting
the Way Campaign through a QCD from my
IRA. My financial advisor said it is a great way
to support charities I care about.”
– Joyce Allebach
Will it reduce the amount my social security is taxed or
what I pay in Medicare premiums? Because it reduces gross
taxable income, it may reduce the taxes you pay on social
security and the Medicare premium you pay. Please consult
your tax advisor, as everyone’s situation is different.
If you are thinking of giving to benevolent care in 2022 or
making a payment on a Lighting the Way Campaign pledge
to Frederick Living through a QCD it would be a great help
if your donation could be scheduled to come in during the
“Amazing Raise” campaign between October 1-31, 2022,
where all gifts qualify for proportional matching dollars.
Some of our generous donors last year did this and it was a
tremendous help! QCD gifts and all gifts are appreciated at
any time, of course.
If you have any questions, please call me at 610-754-7878.
Ext. 1250
Note: This information is not meant as tax or legal advice. Be
sure to check with your financial advisor to determine if this
giving approach is right for you.
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News & Notes: Retiring and New Leaders

News & Notes

RETIREMENT: Michael
Scheuren recently retired from
his position as Vice President in
charge of Human Resources.
Mike brought a warm heart for
residents and team members to
his work. We wish Mike well in
his retirement.

Frederick Living recently recognized the Upper Frederick Volunteer Fire Company for its steadfast service to our community and its
residents. Mike Scheuren, photo at right, presented a donation to Patrick Corcoran, Company Chief while staff and residents gave the fire
company take-out meals to salute their service.

RETIREMENT: Lori (Lourene) Hartzel was recognized for her 22 years of service running the Oaktree
Gift Shop during her retirement celebration in late January. Prior to joining the Frederick Living team,
Lori served on the former Frederick Auxiliary, including as its President. We thank Lori for the terrific
job she did running the gift shop for all those years and all the joy she brought to residents and staff.
FUNDS RAISED: Lori helped to raise a significant amount of funds over the years for the Resident
Benevolent Care Fund (approximately $150,600) including a check she presented CEO Michelle Rassler
for $18,295.53 from the closing days of the gift shop.

NEW SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM LEADERS
Frederick Living welcomed Lisa Peirce (left) Vice President of Human
Resources, and Mike Hagarty, Vice President of Health Services, who
both joined our senior leadership team on November 15, 2021. Both
come from different senior living organizations with years of
experience in their respective roles.

Jonnie Voorhees,
Director of Campus Services
Jonnie joined Frederick Living in
early December. He has years of
experience in hospitality and
senior living and is in charge of
campus services, which includes
maintenance, laundry, housekeeping and more.

Cassandra (Casey) West, Volunteer and Community
Engagement Manager: Casey looks forward to working
with both resident and outside volunteers, and leading
some of our events and “good neighbor” initiatives.
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Resident group “Busy Hands Warm Hearts” representatives Ruby
Ifkowitz and Joanne Brooks load car to deliver items handmade by
group members to local charities.

A generous 188 toys were donated by residents, team members and
friends to the local chapter of Toys for Tots. Thank you to all the
generous donors who brightened the children’s holidays.

Katie & Thomas Popp and James & Susan Popp join their father,
William “Bill” Popp at the new bench that the family donated for
the Magnolia courtyard in memory of Marie Popp, their mother
and Bill’s wife.

We recently received and installed two large electric generators that
now fully power the center core buildings on campus when there are
local power outages.

Patricia DiMascia, Director of
Dining Services, Sodexo
Pat has a master’s degree in Food
Science and Nutrition and has
had decades of leadership roles
in both healthcare and higher
education food service settings.
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News & Notes

Magnolia & Aspen Enjoy Activities

In early December, Chef Shaun prepared a gourmet dinner as part of a package that was auctioned at our 125th Anniversary Celebration to
raise funds for Benevolent Care. The generous donor wanted six members of the dining services team to have names drawn for this special
dinner. Residents Bonnie Kauffman, Joan Sullivan and Faye Cutting served the dining staff, which included Ron Cross, Brenna Weston,
Kirstin McHone, Eric Eckman, Sandra Schoenly and Velden Hangey. Two student volunteers from Ursinus College, Ben Antill and Kevyn
Dewees,performed for the dinner guests.

Magnolia House residents, Jeanette Frey, Ginny McCartin, and Helen Detwiler along with Kathy Kuhar, Wellness and Enrichment Team
member, and resident Hilda Kolb make holiday cookies.

Aspen Village residents Helen Ann Kelly, Arlene McCaffrey, Carole Depew, Mary Ann Edsall, Virginia Morris and Jeanette
Kline enjoy a gingerbread house making activity.Virginia “Ginny” Morris cut out shapes in the Gingerbread dough.
At the last 2021 meeting of the Frederick Living Residents Association, officers Samuel Snyder, President (left) & Joseph Guimond,
Treasurer (right); and CEO Michelle Rassler, recognized Ed Hudon
of the Medicine Shoppe in Boyertown for his outstanding service in
providing COVID-19 vaccinations and flu shots for residents and staff.

RL residents Ginny Ziegler, Joanne Brooks, Linda Hottenstein and
Alice Bishop visited the Poinsettia Show at Glick’s Greenhouse and
are sitting below FL’s entry into the business’ wreath contest.
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National Wear Red Day: On February 4th staff and residents wore
red as part of American Heart Month to raise awareness of heart
disease and stroke in women. Pictured front row, left to right:
Kathy Kuhar, Lisa McCartin, Emily Messner, Nancy Heil, Kyra
Rush, Lisa Peirce. Back row, left to right: Beth Guziak, Ashleigh
Daniels, Terry Trout, Sharon Patrick and Amy Cummings-Leight.

The Marketing Team: Lisa McCartin, Megan Grebe, Beth Guziak
and Vicki Kriczky enjoy some Christmas fun.

125th Anniversary History Videos

Residential Living residents Don Spencer, Joyce Allebach, Bonnie
Johnston, Jim Griesemer, Dan Ifkowitz & Linda Miller made and
decorated several wooden puzzles, including those pictured here,
for Aspen Village Memory Support area and also sent some to a
Memory Support area in another community in California, where
Don’s brother lives.

As part of our 125th Anniversary celebration
in 2021, we interviewed several people
about the history of Frederick Living.
We thank Rev. Robert Gerhart, Richard
Rosenberger, Blake Pennington and Ronald
Price. Each of them have interesting stories
to tell about Frederick Living. The video called
Frederick Memories is a compilation of all Founder, Rev.
N.B. Grubb
the videos or you can view them each
separately. If you would like to view any of
the videos go to our website to the about section and
the history tab using this link:
https://frederickliving.org/about-us/history/
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Zieglerville, PA 19492. Frederick Living
is a Pennsylvania non-profit organization.
A copy of the official registration and
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Living may be obtained from the PA
Department of State by calling toll free
within Pennsylvania 1-800-732-0999.
Registration does not imply
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Create a lasting legacy
by supporting Frederick Living
through your estate and/or will.
For more information,
go to the Giving tab of our website
and then the “Ways To Give” page
or go directly to
https://frederickliving.org/giving/bequest/
Call Amy Cummings-Leight
at 610-754-7878, ext. 1250
to learn more.

Celebrating
125 Years of
Service
at Frederick Living!

Let’s have lunch
to celebrate!
Call us for your personalized visit
and lunch or visit our website for
any of our other events.

Discover why so many older adults and
their families call Frederick Living home.
Live well with us.
Independent Living • Short-Term Rehab
Personal Care • Memory Support
Respite Care

610-754-7878, ext. 1004
FrederickLiving.org
Frederick Living does not discriminate on the
basis of age, color, disability, national origin,
race, religion or sex.
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